
Issue #21				    18 Broad Street, Salem, MA 01970 		   	        October 2016

Thanks to many of you, there are new 
green fences running along Broad and 
Pickering Streets now. The attic was 

insulated, thanks to the hard work of Tim 
Jenkins and Jeff Swartz, and 10 new interior 
storm windows were installed. Our fig tree 
survived the winter but the drought left our 
apple and pear trees completely without fruit. 
And our beautiful copper beech needed a few 
booster treatments in the spring, but still lost a 
huge branch during the late summer, probably 
in response to the drought. Such is life here 
at the Pickering House — there’s never a dull 
moment.

This year we held four chowder and lecture events, a poetry salon, and hosted a 
number of meetings and special events, including: Seaman’s Widows & Orphans 
meetings; coffees for the Colonel Timothy Pickering Chapter of the DAR; a Salem 
Food Tour, at which we served that old favorite, syllabub; and the City of Salem’s 
Garden Club/Beautification Committee awards.

Of course, there was the Annual Meeting & Garden Party in June, where we awarded 
Salem High School student Sophia Blake our largest Sarah C. Pickering Scholarship 
ever. And we entertained a number of far-flung Pickering families for private tours of 
the house and even hosted a special family reunion for one of our long-time members. I 
hope you’ve had a chance to come to the house this year and experience the new energy 
at 18 Broad Street for yourself.

There’s a lot on the docket for 2017, some of which you’ll read about inside. More 
repairs and updates are necessary, which will make the back patio and the decorative 
front balustrade secure. We’ll feature two exciting lectures by favorites Bob Booth and 
Jim McAllister, and lots more. 

As you may have heard at the Garden Party, we are embarking on a series of strategic 
planning activities to help us build a stronger and more relevant foundation for you. 
The recent membership survey was the first step, and we’ll be keeping you up to date 
on other activities as they come along. Thank you for your support as members and 
patrons.

My very best wishes for a warm and healthy and not-too-ridiculously snowy holiday 
season!

Respectfully submitted,
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JANUARY 8: ROBERT BOOTH
The Women of 
Marblehead: A woman’s 
history of Marblehead, 
Mass. in the 19th century 
and of the Marblehead 
Female Humane Society 
and its activities from 
1816 forward

In the early 1800s, the deep-
sea Marblehead codfishery was conducted at great 
risk to the fishermen and their families: for decades, 
at least one Marblehead schooner went down with 
all hands annually. Over time, this left scores of 
widows and hundreds of fatherless children, most 
on the brink of poverty. The cycle of this fatal 
business, perpetuated by men, was finally broken 
by the women: taking up shoemaking circa 1830, 
they created an economic alternative in town which 
caused hundreds of men and boys to turn away 
from the sea and become shoemakers. Thus women, 
working as shoemakers—more than a thousand 
strong by 1850—led the transformation of the town 
into a major manufacturing center, which it would 
remain into the 1890s. 

About Bob
Robert A. Booth, Jr. works 
as Executive Director of 
the Center for Clinical 
Social Work, a national 
credentialing and advocacy 
organization. Bob writes 
house reports, contributes 
to magazines and blogs, and 
gives talks on local history.

Bob is the author of Boston’s Freedom Trail; Death 

2017 SECOND SUNDAY CHOWDER & LECTURE SERIES 
FOCUSES ON THE WOMEN OF MARBLEHEAD AND SALEM

of an Empire: The Rise and Murderous Fall of Salem, 
America’s Richest City; and Mad for Glory and was a 
contributor to the 2004 book Salem: Place, Myth & 
Memory which University Press of New England will 
be bringing out in a new edition. 

APRIL 9: 
JIM MCALLISTER
Women Artists and Writers of the McIntire 
Historic District

They may not have been 
household names or best-
sellers, but former neighbors 
Sarah Savage, Caroline King, 
Katherine Butler Hathaway, 
and Mary Saltonstall Parker 
all made contributions 
to Salem’s literary legacy. 
Jim’s talk, while casting a 
wider net, will focus on 

Sarah Savage, a prolific and thoughtful 19th century 
Christian educator-author, and Caroline King whose 
“When I Lived in Salem” is one of the most lively and 
entertaining memoirs of her times. 

About Jim
Since founding Derby Square Tours in 1983, Jim 
McAllister has conducted countless tours of, and 
lectured extensively about, the history of Salem and 
Boston’s North Shore. Through the international 
Elderhostel program Jim has taught more than 250 
courses on local history, architecture and art. He has 
also served as an historic consultant to many local 
organizations and institutions. In 2015, the city 
designated Jim “Official Historian of Salem.”

A now retired local history columnist for the Salem 
News from (1999-2013), Jim has written or co-
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Chowder is served at 12:30 pm and the lectures get underway at 1:00 pm. Reservations are a must!

RSVP: pickeringhouse1@gmail.com   Cost:  $20.00 per lecture for members  |  $25.00 per lecture for non-members

We will be featuring two of our most popular speakers this winter: Robert Booth and Jim McAllister, who 
will share their stories of women in Marblehead and Salem. We  hope you’ll join us for our two-part Second 
Sunday Chowder & Lecture events, scheduled for January 8th and April 9th, 2017. 

- 2 -
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written two books about Salem. The Morristown, New Jersey native has appeared on Chronicle, The History Channel, Home 
and Garden TV, National Public Radio, and many other media outlets. In 2008 he was the recipient of both the Essex National 
Heritage Commission’s first ever Heritage Hero Award and the regional Storyteller Award given by the North of Boston Visitor 
and Convention Bureau.

CONSERVATION GIFTS HIGHLIGHT PICKERING WOMEN IN 
THE ARTS 

The Pickering Foundation has recently received 
gifts from two generous donors: Mr. and Mrs. 
R. T. Paine Metcalf and Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 

Borggaard. These gifts have been designated to preserve 
the important petit point pastoral canvas-work picture 
by Mary Pickering Leavitt. 
   The donation allows the Foundation to engage the 
firm of Elizabeth Lahikainen & Associates - specialists 
in textile conservation, restoration and interpretation - 
doing work with both private and museum collections.  
Elizabeth Lahikainen has lectured around the world 
as well as worked with the U.S. State Department in 
Washington, DC and with the Peabody Essex Museum. 
The Pickering Foundation is very fortunate that the 
care of the needlework will be in her hands. Betsy and 
her husband Dean have been long-time members of the 
Pickering Foundation.
          As part of the Pickering House Second Sunday 
Chowder and Lecture series in February 2015, Paula 
Bradstreet Richter, Curator of the Peabody Essex 
Museum for Exhibitions and Research, gave a talk 
and beautiful slideshow entitled “Stitching Her Story: 
Needlework at the Pickering House.” Ms. Richter as 
the PEM Curator of Textiles in 2000 curated the PEM 
exhibition “Painted with Thread, The Art of American 
Embroidery,” and wrote its exhibition catalogue, 
available in libraries.
     According to Paula the embroidery is an excellent 
example of a “Boston Fishing Lady Picture,” featuring 
the typical shepherd and shepherdess, gentlemen 
hunting a stag and shooting at a flock of red-winged 
blackbirds, and a mother and child seated under a pear 
tree near an impressive brick country house. Paula 
believes the frame is original and that this needlework 
made of silk and wool on linen dates to 1745-1755.  

     This embroidery has hung above a smaller one 
in the library of the Pickering house for my entire 
lifetime. The smaller embroidery is attributed to Mary 
Pickering Leavitt’s sister Eunice. Eunice married Paine 
Wingate, a cousin, who was a Congressman and a 
Senator from New Hampshire. Both young women 
were sisters of Colonel Timothy (1745-1829). These 
framed embroideries have captured the imagination 
of many because Mary Pickering Leavitt’s portrait (by 
Joseph Badger – c1760) hangs in the same room, along 
with portraits of her husband the Reverend Dudley 
Leavitt and their daughters Sarah and Mary.
     We are excited to hear that both embroideries will 
be featured in an upcoming book by Professor Andrea 
Pappas of the University of California at Santa Clara. 
The book is a history of women in the visual arts in the 
United States from the colonial period to the present.
     According to Betsy Lahikainen the small 
embroidery is in need of conservation as well. We hope 
that this new attention to these Pickering women’s 
needlework will prompt our members and friends to 
be as generous as the Metcalfs and the Borggaards. 
Barbara and Paine Metcalf of Beverly Farms have 
been loyal, long-time Pickering party attendees and 
generous supporters. Jennifer and Andy Borggaard 
of Marblehead are relatively new to the Pickering 
Foundation (but not to the Pickering/Motley family!). 
We are very grateful to these friends for helping us 
ensure that we can still hear the voice of this woman 
ancestor, Mary, through her American embroidery art.

Katharine Pickering, Trustee
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A BIT OF PICKERING HISTORY

We recently came across a letter from Colonel Timothy Pickering to President George Washington related 
to his request for Pickering to negotiate a treaty with the Iroquois, or the Chiefs of the Five (eventual Six) 
Nations. A little known fact about General Washington is that both he — and his father — had disastrous 

dealings with the Native Americans and were both known as “Destroyer of Towns” in the native language. When 
Pickering was asked to negotiate the treaty, he responded to Washington thusly (quotation marks and underlining are 
ours).  

Easter Sunday, March 21, 1792

…There is another reason which I ought not to conceal. Indians 

have been so often deceived by White People, that “White Man” 

is among many of them but another name for “liar.” Really sir, 

I am unwilling to be subjected to the infamy. I confess I am not 

indifferent to a good name, even among Indians. Besides, they 

received, and expressly considered me, as your Representative; 

and my promises, as the promises of the “Town Destroyer.” Sir, 

for your honor and the honor and interest of the United States, 

I wish them to know that there are some White Men who are 

incapable of deceiving.

 November 11, 1794 – Treaty 
of Canandaigua, signed by the 
Grand Council of the Six Nations 
and President Washington 50 
Sachems and War Chiefs (Iroquois 
or Haudenosaunee Confederacy, 
including Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, 
Onondaga, Seneca and Tuscarora 
tribes) and signed by Timothy 
Pickering, official agent of President 
George Washington. Also known 
as The Pickering Treaty, which 
Pickering crafted with Native input 
has stood the test of time, and was 
and is significant for recognizing 
Native national sovereignty and 
perpetuating peace between the Six 
Nations and the United States. A gift from John Goff, Dawn Duncan, and Claudia Fox Tree, representing the 

Massachusetts Center for Native American Awareness.
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The presentation of the Sarah C. Pickering 
Scholarship is one of the highlights of the 
Annual Meeting and Garden Party each 

June. We were especially excited this year, because we 
were able to present our largest scholarship to date. 
Pickering Foundation Treasurer, Deborah Jackson, 
presented Sophia Blake with a $1,000 scholarship 
in recognition of her distinguished work in history 
classes, where she is a key contributor to discussions 
and debates.
	 A fixture in the Salem High School music 
department, Sophia is an active member of the 
chamber choir, drama club, and marching band. She 
played the lead role in Salem High School’s musical 
production of Legally Blonde in February 2016 and is 
a recent inductee of National Honor Society. 
	 The Sarah C. Pickering Scholarship is 
awarded annually by the Pickering Foundation Board 
of Trustees with help from faculty at Salem High 
School.

- Carolyn McGuire, Administrative Assistant

IN 2014

CONGRATULATIONS TO SOPHIA BLAKE – 2016 SARAH C. 
PICKERING SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

REPORT FROM THE BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

It’s been another busy year at the Pickering House 
in terms of preservation and landscaping activities.
	 Work has been completed on the Broad Street 

fence replacement, and the board had a little painting 
party to finish it off. The Pickering Street fence is our 
next target, and we will start by replacing the gate 
section at the intersection of Pickering and Warren 
Streets.
	 Our able tree expert, Patrick Cheney, took 
care of a large downed copper beech limb this summer 
and will be engaged to remove a dying elm and 
crabapple tree. All the shrubs in the front of the house 

were cut back or topped off to allow more light into the 
house and provide a clearer view of the house. 
	 Finally, watch for a new balustrade and portico 
over the front door this fall. There’s lots more going on 
inside, with new window repairs and interior storms, 
to make it cozier on those winter evenings and reduce 
our energy footprint. Over the last decade, thanks 
to an investment in a new furnace, hot water heater, 
insulation, interior storm windows and vigilant use of 
heating and cooling, our utility bills have have been cut 
by about 75%.

- Tim Jenkins, Treasurer
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Cheryl Jermyn, Dickon Armstrong, 
Annabel Armstrong

Carol Pickering and Edie Armstong Betsy Dickson and Barbara Metcalf 

ANNUAL MEETING AND GARDEN PARTY
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Ms. Bonnie Adams & Ms. Leslie Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey K. Alexander
Ms. Gayle Allen
Ms. Susan V. Allen & Ms. Cora Pilcher
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Ambrose
Ms. Charlotte Anderson
Ms. Amy Armstrong
Mr. Caleb Armstrong
Ms. Edith Armstrong & Mr. Gary Lehy
Mr. John C. Armstrong & Ms. Rebecca Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan and Janne Armstrong
Ms. Milicent J. Armstrong
Mr. Richard C. Armstrong & Ms. Cece Mead
Col. & Mrs. Robert Arnell III
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Bailey
Ms. Dona B. Baker Pfunder
Ms. Susan Ballou Carter
Ms. Mary E. Ballou
Ms. Jessica Barile
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph P. Barton
Ms. Barbara R. Baylis
Mr. Jeffrey P. Beale
Ms. Jill E. Benke
Mr. & Mrs. Quincy Bent
Mr. & Mrs. Donald V. Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Ian and Penny Bigmore
Ms. Nathalie S. Binney
Mr. & Mrs. Doug and Wendy Blake
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew and Jennifer Borggaard
Ms. Nancy Boston
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bourque
Mr. Joseph Boyd & Ms. Judy James
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Hale V. Bradt
Mr. Edward Breslin
Mr. & Mrs. F. Gorham Brigham
Mrs. Elisabeth Bundy
Ms. Abby L. Burns
Ms. Betsy Burns
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Busteed
Ms. Cynthia W. Cadwalader
Ms. Karen M. Cady
Mr. C. Meade Camenga
Ms. Barbara A. Campbell & Mr. Richard F. Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Carpenter
Mr. John F. Casey III & Mr. Paul Pinto
Mr. John H. Casey & Mr. Bruce E. Goddard
Hon. Stephen H. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Forrester A. Clark, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Clarke
Ms. Linda Coffill
Mr. Peter Cohen & Mr. Martin Lieberman
Ms. Elizabeth R. Colt
Ms. Nancy Cook
Dr. James J. Corbett
Mr. Woodward W. Corkran, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Rafael Crespo
Ms. Philio W. Cushing
Ms. Susan DameGreene
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Brenton C. Dickson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. E. Stanley Dodge
Ms. K. Brewer Doran
Mr. Peter K. Dorsey
Mrs. Shirley A. Douglas
Mr. Henry J. DuLaurence III & Ms. Paula Carnelli
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Eissner
Ms. Wendy J. Erselius
Ms. Mary-Louise Fennessy
Mr. John F. Fifield
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Michelle Finamore
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Firth
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Fitzgerald
Mr. Bruce W. Fleming
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Friary
Ms. Lynn L. Frothingham & Mr. David O. Decker
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Galacar
Mr. Brian Gault

Mr. Francois Gauvin
Dr. and Mrs. Dale Gephart
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus R. Gillespie
Ms. Vernita Green
Mr. T. McLean Griffin
Mr. David M. Hart & Ms. Barbara A. Cleary
Ms. Lois Harvey
Ms. Debra J. Hilbert & Mr. Andrew Knapp
Mrs. Margaret C. Howe
Mr. & Mrs. Llewellyn Howland III
Ms. Shelby Hypes
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Ingraham
Ms. Deborah Jackson
Ms. Leila Jahncke
Mr. Joshua Jarvis & Ms. Erin Young
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Jendrysik
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Johnson III
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Jones
Mrs. Patricia T. Karakashian
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Wilmot H. Kidd III
Dr. & Ms. Nicholas M. Kiefer
Ms. Anne P. Kortlander
Ms. Marcia Lambert
Mr. David Leach & Ms. Laurie LaChapelle
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Levesque
Mr. & Mrs. John and Charlotte Line
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Linehan 
Dr. Linda Locke
Mrs. Agnes W. Loring
Ms. Laura C. Luckey
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Lutts
Ms. Sharon S. Machrone
Mr. Charles Mack
Ms. Eileen Mahoney
Ms. Judith McCarthy
Dr. Maura F. McGrane
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff McKee
Mr. Robert McMahon
Ms. Darleen Melis & Dr. Irving Ingraham, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter R. Merry
Mr. & Mrs. R.T. Paine Metcalf
Ms. Mary Meyers Kauppila
Ms. Kathy Miles
Ms. Sally Millice
Mr. Adam Moore & Ms. Julie Hickory
Mr. Mitchel Moore & Ms. Amanda Jorgensen
Ms. Rebecca Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Moran
Ms. Lynn Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Lane T. Nielsen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. O’Connell
Mr. Jim Ognibene
Mr. Oscar Padjen
Mr. Foxhall A. Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. Parson
Mr. & Mrs. Rich S. Pearce
Mr. & Mrs. Pierre J. Pelletier
Mrs. Ellen Pendergast
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Peterson
Ms. Barb Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Pickering
Ms. Carol Pickering & Mr. Sean Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Pickering
Ms. Dede Pickering
Mr. Grant Pickering
Mrs. Marie-Louise P. Pickering Grose
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Mary Lou Pickering
Mr. John Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Pickering
Ms. Judith Pickering & Mr. Brian Wormwood
Ms. Karon Pickering
Ms. Katharine Pickering & Mr. Richard O’Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. Lulu Pickering
Ms. Marya K. Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Pickering

FRIENDS OF THE PICKERING FOUNDATION*

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Pickering
Ms. Suzanne Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Pickering
Mr. Thomas R. Pickering
Dr. Willa Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. William Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. John Pickering XI
Mr. & Mrs. H. Benson Pickering, Jr.
Mr. Joseph Pickering, Jr.
Mr. Richard L. Pickering, Jr. & Dr. Meg Pickering
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Pickering, Jr.
Ms. Nina Pickering-Cook & Mr. Glenn Cook
Capt. Peter Pitman & Dr. Martha Pitman
Ms. Sandra S. Power
Ms. Rebecca Putnam & Mr. Will Peck
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pyfrin
Ms. Susan Randall
Mr. Jonathan A. Reardon
Mr. Jonathan Reinhart
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rice
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Riethmiller
Ms. Gail Roberts
Ms. Marie C. Roberts
Ms. Georgina L. Ropes
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rose
Mrs. Anne M. Rumpf
Mr. & Mrs. David Sanderson
Mr. William C. Sano
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Scalzi
Mrs. Marlene Schaedle
Dr. & Mrs. Jeremy Schiller
Mr. & Mrs. Campbell B. Seamans
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Seamans III
Mr. Benjamin D. Shreve
Mr. & Mrs. Racket H. Shreve
Ms. Shannon Shreve
Ms. Helen Sides
Ms. Jone Sienkiewicz
Mr. Jonathan H. Simcosky
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Sirianni
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Smith
Mrs. Fairchild B. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley M. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Augustine P. Sousa 3rd
Ms. Sarah Staats
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Stealey
Ms. Kathryn Streacker
Ms. and Mr. Liz Taft
Ms. Susan S. Talbot
Ms. Hope F. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Bryson Tillinghast
Dr. Scott Tromanhauser & Dr. Jennifer Shaw
Ms. Carlotta Tyler
Mrs. Mary Usovicz
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Vander Salm
Mr. Allan P. Vaughan
Ms. Sarah B. Vest
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Vitale
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Walker
Mr. Walter W.J. Walker
Ms. Joan Walther & Ms. Amy LaMarche
Mr. James R. Wardrop
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Weese
Mrs. Ruth S. West
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry W. Whitehead
Ms. Alyssa Whitehead-Bust
Mr. & Mrs. David Whitmore
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wilkens
Ms. Elaine Wintman & Ms. Danielle Hanrahan
Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Worton
Ms. Patricia Zaido
Mr. Samuel N. Zemurray III

*2016 members and donors as of October 31, 2016
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The Pickering Foundation 

cultivates an appreciation 

of one family's role in the 

American experience, 

which is manifested in the 

preservation of the historic 

home for the enrichment 

and enjoyment of the 

community.

MISSION

We now take                          for

www.pickeringhouse.org

www.pickeringhouse.org

IF YOU ARE NOT 
CURRENTLY A MEMBER,

please consider joining by choosing membership

 in one of the following categories:

p $500 Patron   p $250 Sustaining  
p $100 Family  p $50 Individual

Name(s)_________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ___________________ State ______ Zip __________

Email___________________________________________

Phone__________________________________________They’re high quality, full color, made of wood, and 
measure 4 1/2” H x 7 1/2” W. A great piece of 
memorabilia from your visit or just of a historic place 
that’s near and dear to your heart. Plus, they make 
great holiday gifts!

Send requests to Linda Jenkins at 
pickeringhouse1@gmail.com.

donations and membership dues

PICKERING HOUSE For Sale!

We’re taking bids of $20 each (plus postage, if 
mailed) for these fabulous Cat’s Meow replicas 

of the Pickering House.

Send to: 18 Broad Street, Salem, Massachusetts, 01970


